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Welcome to the edition 2 of the Victorian Human Powered
Vehicle Grand Prix Series newsletter. We hope that you enjoyed
reading our first edition and found out a little bit more about
Wattle Racing. In this edition we catch up with Roger Byron
from White Hills PS and find out a little bit more about the
program that he runs with the school. If you would like to have
your school featured, please contact us.
We hope that you are all staying safe and well.
Now is a great time to not only complete a really detailed clean
and thorough check of your vehicles so they are ready to go
when we do get back to racing. In coming editions we will look to
give you a few tips and things to look for when completing
vehicle maintenance.
The best way to make sure that you get this newsletter and any
information that we send out is to head to our website and
subscribe today. This way you will be the first to know what is
happening in the sport.

2020 Race Calendar
Race 2 Winton Grand Prix 23/5/20 Cancelled
Race 3 Kilsyth Grand Prix 2/8/20 Cancelled
Race 4 Casey Grand Finale 17/10/20 TBC

Contact Us

www.vichpvseries.com.au
vichpvsecretary@gmail.com
0474 168 284

Follow Us

2021 National Vehicle Specs
With so much uncertainty in what we are doing and when we might be able to
get back racing we would like to be able to provide you with something that
we know has not happened for a long time.
The 2021 National vehicle specs will be the same set of specs that we have
used for this year. That means there are no changes at all to the vehicle specs
for 2021.
Vic HPV Grand Prix Series chief scrutineer Pete Naughton said “In these times
of uncertainty to have a little bit of consistency is a great thing. To be able to
provide team mangers, riders and vehicle manufactures the ability to plan now
for the next 18 months is only a good thing.”
We are all very happy that we are able to provide these rules for all the races
as part of our series as well as all the races in the UniSA Australian HPV Super
Series.
The new 2021 document will be released shortly to all but as there is no
change to the current document. You can find this on our website now.

With the announcement of the cancelation of Race 3 – Kilsyth Grand Prix, we now will
not have any racing here in Victoria until October. While we are disappointed this is for
the safety of everyone and we must all follow the rules.
We have included on the following page an HPV word search. This is a relatively easy one
to get us started and in future editions they may get a little harder. Good luck and see if
you can find all the words.
On our Facebook and Instagram pages you may have noticed a vote on who has been the
best community team over the last 20 years. This has created some fantastic banter, a
lot of conversation, and some great reminiscing about the very best teams of the past.
We congratulate GTrikes that did take out the win over Tru Blu Racing in a very close
battle. One thing we do know is that if we were ever able to have all of the trikes on the
same racetrack at the same time it would be fantastic race.

If you or someone you know needs assistance there is plenty of support out there for you.
Lifeline 13 11 14 www.lifeline.org.au
Beyond Blue 1300 224 636 www.beyondblue.org.au
Kids Helpline 1800 551 800 www.kidshelpline.com.au
Mensline Australia 1300 789 978
Headspace 1800 650 890
For more information on how to support others who might need help and what warning
signs to look for, visit, Conversations Matter www.conversationsmatter.com.au

We caught up with Roger Byron, Teacher and Team Manager for White Hills Primary
School to see what they have been up to during this break and to find out a little bit more
about the program that he runs at the school. For anyone that is also interested in the
Formula 1 Roger also hosts a great Podcast called Beyond the Racing Line.

What year was your team established?
Our school has been competing in HPV racing for 12 years. This is my 10th year of
involvement.
How did your team start?
John Taylor’s kids attended our school, so that’s got to be a pretty good base right! We also
had a parent Ben Wakefield who was pretty passionate about the program and some great
teachers, Elaine Price and Helen Downs get the whole show up and running. I was a fresh
graduate who didn’t know any better and got involved a couple of years later. I had no idea
what I was getting into, however it’s been a great experience and we have met some wonderful
people along the way.
Where is your team based?
White Hills Primary is a great school on the Northern side of Bendigo.
What success has your team had?
We have been able to enjoy quite a bit of success lately with a range of different teams. We
have won the last 2 Vic Series and last 3 Energy Breakthrough trials. We finally picked up the
overall win at Maryborough last year which felt like a long time coming. But honesty the best
success we have is seeing our students grow throughout the year in confidence and ability. It’s
truly amazing the efforts they put in.
What is your best victory as a team?
We have had our fair sure of stressful wins which somehow make them more fun. 2017 we
came 1st and 2nd at the Energy Breakthrough. That was our first ever trial win there, so it was
nice to be able to achieve that. At last year’s Energy Breakthrough we lost about 40 minutes
changing a derailleur mid race. Being able to come back from that was a pretty amazing effort
from the kids.
What are you doing for training during the Covid 19 lockdown?
We haven’t been able to get too much training in. We have dropped some spin bikes off to
some of our grade 6 riders and set them up with some spin classes and I know all our students
have been out on their bikes as much as they can. We went into lock down 2 days before our
final team selections So we don’t actually have teams selected for 2020 as of yet. We are
certainly looking forward to getting back into it.
What is your/ teams favourite training routine?
The Bendigo Go Kart track is a favourite of our kids for training, especially in the wet. The club
is really fantastic in letting us use the venue. It’s just about the hardest place to ride a trike, so it
certainly challenges them. Once we get a feel for the place the kids love to have training races,
where we set up two teams and they we hand control over to them.
What was your own teams favourite livery?
We don’t tend to change up our colours too much,
we always talk about it, but come back to the good
old silver and blue. Jordan Lucas is always pretty
keen to put his flair on it and Billy from Signmob
make them pop with the stickers. Last year’s look
was pretty neat.

Favourite race and or track to race at?
Maryborough primary track is always a real hit with the kids. They love it, but as a team
manager I love Casey, it’s such a relaxed race and is always a really well run event. Kilsyth was
pretty fun too and Lang Lang was very popular with our kids this year.

Past or present, who is your favourite team?
Being a primary school, our teams change every year, but we wouldn’t have favourites would
we lol. I do enjoy watching our past riders in their teams and I really like what Jack and Carly
are doing over at Weeroona. John Taylor and Jordan Lucas at Wattle have always been
incredibly supportive of our program and the guys there also do a great job of promoting the
sport and are always very welcoming. Our kids love getting a chance to have a chat with them.
What is your teams “song”?
We don’t have a song. Maybe we should get one! Mr Wridgway plays some pretty questionable
tunes on the way to Casey usually.

What would be your advice to new riders /teams?
Enjoy what you do by keeping it fun and train hard. Don’t try to do everything yourself, get as
many people involved as you can. It makes everything more achievable and you can
concentrate on doing things right. It also makes the journey more enjoyable and fulfilling if you
can share the highs and lows.

Who is your biggest rival?
We really enjoy racing everyone, especially all the primary teams. We spent a lot of time
chasing Maiden Gully at the start of our journey, but it’s more of a friendly rivalry we have with
them.

Who is the fastest rider in the team?
As we get a new batch of riders every year it changes from year to year. Arden Thacker and
Mikayla Mullen broke all our training records last year, so better say them.

Is there a race/track that you would love to race at?
We have always wanted to race Murray Bridge, however racing the series is almost impossible
for us, due to the cost and time away from school that would be required, so it makes it pretty
hard. We really want a new track in Bendigo! We have so many teams here and a huge cycling
culture, yet we have no track. It’s time to get some momentum behind this!

What school/team would you like to know more about?
We love seeing what everyone else is doing. Have learnt so much from others. One of the great
things about this sport is that everyone is willing to help each other. I would hope we help our
fair share of teams too.

What are the advantages of having a female team associated with your squad?
Female sport is so exciting at the moment and its great our sport encourages female
participation right from the start. But our girls don’t just participate, they are our super stars. The
key for the future is to keeping them involved. I’m a huge advocate for mixed teams over male
only teams.

If you can change one thing about the sport what would it be?
Like I said earlier, a proper track in Bendigo would be nice, and it would be great to bring back
fans for all races. They are the best way to cool the riders and clear the screens when it’s wet. I
think there are solutions to the misgivings people have about them.

